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Services

March 28

10:00 a.m.
PALM SUNDAY
April 1

  7:30 p.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2

10:00 a.m. 
GOOD FRIDAY
April 3
          8:00 p.m.
HOLY SATURDAY

EASTER VIGIL    

You are invited to join Anna at a lovely candlelit service at 
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church (1121 14th Avenue SW)

April 4

10:00 a.m.
EASTER SUNDAY
ANNA’S LETTER

Once again we are at that period in the Christian year when we continue the Lenten journey, preparing ourselves for Holy Week and Easter.  I continue to be impressed by the tremendous depth and breadth of this congregation in the various ways that the people of this place find to practice and live their faith in the world.  

The nine-day silent retreat that the Wisdom Centre co-sponsored with St. Michaels Canmore finished at the FCJ centre.  Twenty- eight people, a combination of St. Laurence parishioners and others gathered for the first of a three-part "Interspiritual Course on Wisdom."  Another good-sized group gathered at Lakeview United for a viewing and discussion of the film 'Adoration.'  A lively discussion about truth followed the film.  That so many people are looking to engage in spiritual conversation and spiritual practices gives me great hope.  Yes, the institution that is the church is struggling to define its identity and place in the modern world.  But, slowly and steadily, we are finding authentic ways to welcome people into Christian community.

Recently I came across the following dismissal which I have been using variations of on Sunday mornings. I am especially drawn to the phrase "the holiness of worship matched only by the holiness of your life."  It is a great pleasure and honor to serve in a community that understands that being a Christian has as much or more to do with what we do outside the church as inside the church. I trust that we can continue to find real and authentic ways to worship, study, pray and 'practice' inside these walls so that our lives outside of these walls are infused with love, service, grace and compassion.

On leaving this place the worship does not end,

the presence of God is not taken away,

nor is the community we are disbanded.

On leaving this place,

do not forget the holiness of worship,

matched only by the holiness of your life.

On leaving this place,

you go to live among people created by God,

you go to discover the companionship of Jesus,

you go to follow the Spirit.

On leaving this place,

carry the music of God with you,

carry the prayers of one another with you,

carry the Spirit of adventure with you.

You are the body of Christ,

go and be that body in the world.

John Humphreys

Warden’s Report – Part 1
The February 7th annual general meeting

was well attended. Many thanks to all who

stood for election and we are so pleased to

welcome Melanie as our new

warden.  In May we look forward to

welcoming Liz, Carolyn, Stephen, and

Elizabeth to the vestry.  
The wardens wish also to thank all those

who came to the February 21st  special

parish meeting and gave their support for the

renovations.  What you agreed to is only the

first step. We have now received

preliminary approval from the Diocese for

the project and permission to begin

fundraising. We will now begin the fundraising process as well as continue with the plan details. Renovating is always stressful but we will work to make the process as painless as possible.  Be

assured that we will be listening to your

concerns.  

A note about special parish envelopes.  As was explained at the AGM the parish is putting increased energy and resources into our ministry with children and youth.  We now employ paid Sunday school teachers as well as Matthew as our new St. Laurence youth leader and Jill as the coordinator of the OneBody Youth Group we participate in along with St. Martin’s and Good Shepherd.  The children and youth are very much enjoying this new arrangement as there is a lot to be excited about and thankful for.  In order to assist in covering the costs of this ministry we are asking that members consider making an additional offering in the Easter envelope. Those envelopes are included in this Leader and are labeled.

While the Easter special envelope giving will be directed to ministry with children and youth, the Thanksgiving and Christmas special envelopes will be directed out of the parish as has been our custom in the past. The Thanksgiving envelopes will be directed to the Primates World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) and the Christmas special envelope giving will be split between the Food Bank and our work with the formerly homeless through the All Roads Lead Home project.
The people of St. Laurence have a history of giving generously both to the needs of this parish and to the needs of the wider community. We trust that this will continue to be the case.

Yours,

Linda, Wayne, & Melanie    

Warden’s Report – Part 2

Here is an update as to where St. Laurence is with our facility upgrade plans.  Many articles have been placed in this publication over the years – but now we are on our way.  Here is a synopsis of where we have been, what has occurred over the last 6 months and the updates since our special parish meeting.  I would also point you to the website as the Vision document and other point in time updates from the Future Facility Committee are available there.  For those who do not have web access, please consult either the church office or a warden to get these documents.

Where we have been

Future Facility committee has done a lot of great work for us including a vision document that was passed by the parish in January 2007.  This vision stated a need for a building that is accessible hospitable, and flexible.  The Future Facility worked with BCMP to design a large extension that fully lived into the vision document but the anticipated cost of this was deemed to be too high 2.5 – 3 million.

In the fall of 2009 we did a parish evaluation process where we evaluated both our success in living into our vision for ministry over the past 4-5 years as well as feelings as to the future of the parish, including but not limited to future plans about our building.  A good portion of our parish attended focus groups in the fall and a few others filled out paper surveys.

The over-whelming consensus was that people support the vision and direction of the parish and are supportive of the idea of updating the sanctuary. (More detailed results of these focus groups are in the Winter 2009 leader and the Annual report).  The majority thought the larger renovation plans were too large but were supportive of a smaller addition with an elevator.

This led the vestry to go back to BCMP, now Omnicron and ask for a revised plan, this time simply for an elevator and an accessible washroom. That new revised addition of about 500 sq feet is one that has been distributed in advance of the Special Meeting. 

February 2010

Thanks to all who attended the Special Parish Meeting on February 21st.  Good attendance was seen at this meeting.  Anna distributed the following notes on the concept drawing for the Sanctuary.  

The concept is to create a simpler look by reducing the number of materials in our space.  Instead of two kinds of flooring and several kinds of wall and ceiling surfaces there is one type of flooring (wood or wood look laminate floors) and only brick and drywall for the walls and ceiling.    More light will also be brought into the space by replacing the tinted windows with clear windows. 

The concept addresses accessibility and flexibility by having a combination of chairs and pews.  Some with mobility issues find chairs more comfortable and easier to get in and out of than pews. Chairs can easily be moved to accommodate wheelchairs.  Chairs will also be arranged for smaller services like contemplative prayer etc.  The vast majority of the pews will be left alone and a combination of chairs and chairs with arms will be added in the first couple of rows.  Book racks will be available on the chairs that are chosen.  

The smaller platform also addresses accessibility by only being one step up that could have a small ramp to it. The smaller platform will allow for more seating in the sanctuary and reflects our belief in the priesthood of all believers.  Instead of the worship leaders sitting up front and ‘presiding’ they will sit in the front row and come up to lead in worship as they are needed.     Concerns about sight-lines with a lower altar platform have been expressed and we will work with the architects to ensure that the final design is suitable.  

Many things have not yet been sorted out in this conceptual drawing and will need to be considered when we move towards a final design.  For instance there are things that are not in this design that are necessary for a sanctuary.   These things include:

Font

Lectern or ambo

Paschal Candle

Credence Table

Altar Rail (there are many who feel that some sort of altar rail should be included and we will work with the architects to design some sort of rail)
The sound and audio visual details have also not been incorporated into this ‘concept.’  How to incorporate the organ speakers and a sound system as well as some sort of audio-visual system are issues that are not yet worked out and decisions will have to be made based on budget and design. Experts in this field will be consulted.

There has also been a suggestion that one way to overcome the difficulty of the choir loft not being accessible to potential choir members who have difficulty with chairs would be to move the choir to the main worship level and to use the loft simply as additional seating.  

Great discussion was had on these issues and other concerns were discussed.  Wayne had prepared some words imploring the parish to vote in favour of the proposed upgrades so we can finally move forward after having discussed and discussed these ideas for years and years.  

The motions approved were as follows 

MOVED THAT the parish of St. Laurence renews its commitment to the Vision for Ministry adopted in 2005 and the direction that the parish has taken in pursuing that Vision.

MOVED THAT the parish of St. Laurence approves the concept for accessibility and upgrades to the worship space as presented.

MOVED THAT the parish of St. Laurence asks the corporation to seek approval from the Diocesan Executive for approval to begin Preliminary design and Fund raising.

MOVED THAT the parish of St. Laurence directs the Corporation and Vestry to convene a special meeting of the parish to approve the finalized renovation plans and financing plans.
Where we are now

As the second motion stated Anna and Melanie (warden) went to the Diocesan Executive Committee meeting on March 9th.  We presented the case as stated above talking about the vision and the work that the Future Facility committee has done to date.  Each of the executive had a copy of the Future Facility Vision, the plans as distributed to the parish and budget estimate.  Questions were asked about the elevator whether it was a lift or full elevator and various other clarification questions.  We heard later in the day that the executive committee voted to ask Diocesan Architectural Committee to review the plans for the project.  

It is here where the “process” currently sits.  We do not anticipate any hold up from the Diocesan Architectural Committee as we have been very aware of their requirements and guidelines.  St Laurence can now start fundraising for this greatly anticipated project.  

Wayne will be chairing the fund raising committee for this expansion and as the executive has sent the plans to the Diocesan Architectural Committee for approval we can commence this immediately.  Melanie Jantzie will be chairing the Project Oversight committee to handle the interactions with outside organizations involved (architect, designers, project managers etc.)  Anna of course will be involved but it is our desire for her NOT to be the project manager for this – she needs to attend to her regular priestly duties during this time.  

With many voices in our congregation, be assured that they will all be heard.  We will however need to make compromises based on the majority as well as based on finances.  The Project Oversight committee will endeavour to consult with our various stakeholders and groups to anticipate any key requirements or practical changes.   We will also use this publication, the web, bulletins and probably a bulletin board in the basement of the church to keep the members of the church fully informed of any developments.  

Hold on tight - as it is vestry’s plan to move as quickly as we can on this project.  After years of visioning, planning, surveying and consulting, the time is now to act.  

Common Sense


Norma 


At our special meeting on Sunday, 
February 21, a question was posed to the chair of the meeting, Linda Hames, about the correctness of what was proposed as dictated by Robert’s Rules of Order.  Linda’s very refreshing answer was something like this, “You no doubt know  Robert’s Rules better than I, but common sense would suggest that  we do ,,,,,,,,,,,.”

I was so delighted with that response!  My experience, as one who has attended the Church of St. Laurence since its inception, is that for too many years our church has allowed Robert’s Rules to get in the way of hearing the voice of the majority of parishioners.  Those who were well versed in Robert’s Rules literally ruled the meetings.  To be sure, there are instances when formality is necessary. However, most of the time, Common Sense would better facilitate a truly democratic process in the meetings of our church family.

Here is a quote from <www.robertsrules.org>: “Robert's Rules provides for constructive and democratic meetings, to help, not hinder, the business of the assembly. Under no circumstances should "undue strictness" be allowed to intimidate members or limit full  
participation.”

I believe that in our effort to do things right, we have limited full participation and propose that we use Robert’s Rules only when necessary and for the rest of the time let Common Sense prevail. Thanks, Linda!
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YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
Come join the Anglican youth leaders from OneBody for a week of summer fun at Sojourners Summer Camp and Wilderness Society. Based at Whispering Pines on the edge of the Rockies, this week is paced full of fun and adventure. Set the dates: Sunday August 22 to Saturday, August 28. For more information and to receive a brochure, please contact Jill at St. Martin’s (403.249.3014 or jillian_anna_@hotmail.com). There are plenty of hands needed to run a camp; if you are interested in volunteering your skills for the week, please contact Jill.

Thank you letter to St. Laurence (written in December 2009) for inviting residents of Lake Bonavista Village to our Ladies Dessert Party.

Dear Eileen & all:

The ladies who attended your tea party last night have exclaimed how truly lovely it was and how wonderfully hospitable you all were.

Please accept their thanks once again.

On behalf of the residents of L.B.V., I wish you all a Happy and Joyous Christmas.

Sincerely,

Evelyn 

MEET TWO NEW 
VESTRY MEMBERS –
Liz & 
Carolyn 

Dear friends of St. Laurence,

Some of you may know me as the lady at the back of the church with all those kids! They are not all mine, but I love each one as if they were. They are such amazing blessings, each one of them. 

I was asked to provide some details about myself, as I will be serving on the Vestry for the next 2 years. I am honoured to be able to work alongside the amazing leaders of St. Laurence and I can’t wait to get started. 

A bit of background: I am 38 years old, a mother of 2 amazing kids, Rachel & Gabriel (I am biased), I work as a real estate assistant to my husband Richard (yes, we work together every day!) and I was born and raised in the Lutheran faith tradition. My father is a retired minister, so I have been around churches as long as I have been alive. I have worked on church councils, been a Sunday School teacher and a Sunday School co-ordinator, worked as a helping hand in more church dinners than I can count, I have sung in choirs, played hand bells, folded bulletins and cleaned up after weddings, just to name a few things I have been involved in. I am very at home in “church”. But what has led me to St. Laurence is not all the churchy things of my past, but a desire to grow into the future with God and His community here in Lakeview. I am excited to be on this journey with you and my family. 

I welcome the opportunity to work with all members on how we as a faith community can live into our vision. I believe that we are much more than the 4 walls and a roof that we call a church, yet I believe the physical structure does play an important role in our coming together week after week. I also firmly believe that our faith community should be accessible to people of all ages, and I am excited to work with Vestry when it comes to our Sunday School and the Christian education of our youngest members. 

Thank you for this opportunity to share my talents and energy with you over the next few years. 

Your sister in Christ,

Liz 

Biographical statement of 
Carolyn 
As a new member of vestry I have been asked to provide a brief biography.  In a nutshell, I am a mother of three daughters, and a grandmother of the cutest, best-behaved baby in Canada.  I earned a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Victoria and a Master in Theological Studies from the Theological Seminary in Virginia.  The best description I can think of for myself is a “seeker.”  

My journey in faith began with my baptism, performed by my great-uncle.  My younger brothers were not baptized and the Christian faith was never discussed within our home.  As a child my only experience of church was a one-year period when I insisted on attending Sunday School at my friend’s Christian Science Church.  

When I was in Grade 9 all of the students in my public junior high were given a Gideon Bible (I realize this dates me as having been schooled in the Middle Ages).  For weeks I took it to bed with me and I read it from cover to cover; my interest was piqued but not enough to explore further.  God was persistent and several years later I found myself living in an apartment block directly across the street from the Anglican Cathedral in Victoria.  The church bells rang every Sunday morning whether I wanted to sleep in or not.  One morning I decided to answer their call, and my journey began in earnest.  

I was confirmed at the Cathedral and the following year moved and began attending St. George’s Anglican Church that serves the University of Victoria community.  The Reverend Peter McCalman (an alumnus of St. Laurence) was the rector at that time and before I knew it he had me working with a fellow student from the neighbouring United Church to form an interdenominational group for university students.  

Since that time I have continually sought out parishes and Christian communities where I could learn and grow in faith.  I have fond memories of attending St. Laurence in the late 1980’s and when I moved to Lakeview was happy to return.  I look forward to being able to serve and get to know the parishioners of St. Laurence better.
Spiritual Development Committee

Lillian , Chair

Membership changes

There have been a few changes on our committee. Welcome to Carolyn who has recently commenced a term on Vestry. Farewell to Beckie who has served on the committee for the past few years. Thank you to Norma Farquharson for her wisdom and guidance as chairperson from the time the Committee was formed. Norma has agreed to remain as a member and Lillian has agreed to chair the committee. Spencer will coordinate the library with Barb.

Practicing Month to Month Newsletter

The “Spiritual Practice of the Month” newsletters, inspired by a recent book by Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World, are continuing. The January issue highlighted the practice of Wearing Skin and was prepared by Don McLeod. The February issue highlighted the practice of Getting Lost and was prepared by Spencer Stevens and the March issue highlighted Prayer and was prepared by Gilda Michaels. 

Adult Education

A series of video presentations were held in January during Conversations as preparation for the Wisdom Centre event, Building an Ethical Economy: Theology and the Marketplace conference from Trinity Institute, which was held at St. Laurence January 29th and 30th, 2010. The Archbishop of Canterbury’s wrap-up talk was also held during Conversations following the conference. These were well received and well attended.

An Inter-Spiritual course on Wisdom is being offered by Don McLeod over three Wednesday evenings in Lent. Don is drawing from many spiritual sources including the teaching of an e-course led by Cynthia Bourgeault and Rami Shapiro that Don is currently completing.

Lakeview United Church invited us to join them for Sacred Cinema on Monday evenings during Lent. Several members of their congregation joined us for the Ash Wednesday service. 
Yoga and Christian Meditation

A Yoga and Christian Meditation session led by Gayle Andrews and Anna was held on Saturday morning, January 23rd at St. Laurence and was well attended.  The next yoga session will be held on Saturday, 

April 10th from 9:30 - 11:30 am in the Sunshine room.
Christian Meditation/ Contemplative Prayer 

The Sunday evening Contemplative prayer service and the Monday evening Christian Meditation sessions have been combined and will be held on the fourth Monday of every month at 7:30 pm. These sessions are led by Don McLeod. Geri is leading a meditation session on the first and third Thursdays of the month at 9:30 am.  All are welcome and encouraged to come to any of these sessions when we can.

Library

There are many wonderful books and DVDs in our St. Laurence library and new resources are being added from time to time. Please feel free to browse after church and sign something out. Please contact Spencer Stevens or Barb Brydges if you have questions about the library. 

Wisdom Centre

We continue to work in collaboration with the Wisdom Centre.

Makes You Think, Eh?

Wayne 

Woke up recently in the middle of the night with the question of how we allocate our resources, particularly time and money, in a way that is most consistent with our Christian obligations.

What should we allocate to our internal needs and what portion to the needs of others, I wondered. George reminds us that the Anglican concept of ‘tithe’ suggests giving 5% to our church and 5% to needs outside the church (generally referring to the money part, but could also apply to our time). This suggests that we allocate as much to the needs of others as we do to our church.

We regularly lament that we have not achieved our outreach target. We are now planning an upgrade of our facility and the question arises again.

Got me thinking. What if we approached the question of outreach in a different way? What if, instead of allocating the funds left over to outreach (a difficult task given the multitude of community needs), we ask our people to describe community services they are involved in at whatever level of detail they can, and we celebrate their involvement. 

We know, for example, that Art raises money for the Heart Fund every year through sponsorship of a physical activity. We know that Anna is always raising money for some good cause. We know that any time someone asks, the people of St Laurence give. We know that our people give of their time and money to community in so many ways.

We might, I thought, highlight the activities of our people in the Leader, a few at a time. Descriptions of their work and the organization through which the good work is done would serve to expand our understanding of community needs and might lead to additional contributions to the work.

Had me thinking that what is most important is that services are available when the need arises. 

A different approach might allow us to better serve the community for those who are involved in particular services have knowledge that is lacking to the rest of us.

And then we could celebrate our significant collective contribution to community and avoid the annual debate about the best use of limited funds.

Something to think about? 
[image: image2.wmf]
Anyone for Coffee/Tea?

[image: image3.wmf]Below are the sales dates for Fairtrade coffee and tea for the 2010 calendar year, with the exception of the February sale which has already occurred.  The date is the first Sunday of the even months with the exception of August.  Products are available immediately following the service.   

Thanks again for your continued support of farmers and their families in developing countries and PWRDF.  (For those who may not know, 10% of the each sale is donated to PWRDF.) 

April 4, 2010

June 6, 2010

October 3, 2010

December 5, 2010

Blessings, 

Carol 
PWRDF representative

P.S. I will have your regular order available unless you tell me you do not want it.  
Special EASTER

Offering Envelopes designated for Youth Programs

A Life of Service and Commitment



(Norma’s uncle)

Over PWRDF's 50 year history, many individuals have made a lasting difference in the lives of people around the world through their support for PWRDF. Here we present one such story.
There are people who live their lives quietly and humbly, never seeming to make many waves, but leaving a big impact in their wake. Harry Richard (Dick) Smith was one of these people.

Dick was born in 1919 in Saskatchewan. A quiet and shy man who never married, he lived with his brothers on the family farm in rural Saskatchewan. He was a lifelong Anglican, and when his home church of Holy Trinity Weldon closed, he became a member of St Michael and All Angels Church in Grenfell. While he lived a quiet existence on the farm, he spent his spare time learning about the world around him, and his family used to tease him that he had earned a PhD in the CBC. He read the Anglican Journal from cover to cover and was impressed with the work of The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund. As a farmer, he felt a connection with “people of the earth” who were struggling in other parts of the world.

Dick lived very frugally. He knew how to reduce and reuse long before they became the buzzwords of the environmental movement. He could make something out of nothing and could fix almost anything.

One might ask what the impact of such a quiet and unremarkable life could be. His nieces and nephews would tell you about the love he felt for them, and the support he provided, especially during difficult times. His church and his community would tell you about the difference he made through volunteerism. Our environment would thank him for the very small environmental footprint he left behind. And PWRDF partners around the world have benefited from the substantial amounts he was able to bequest when he passed away in 2006. 
Thanks to Dick’s unselfishness and his devotion to helping others, his legacy lives on and continues to change lives, change communities, and change the world.
OPINIONS FROM THE PEWS

Who is Jesus and How do I Encounter Him?

Rod 

Most Christian’s believe Jesus was born of a virgin and died on the cross and rose again bodily and then rose out of sight into a cloud.  But not everyone believes this and what if they don’t?  This may offend many but the intention is not to offend but to look deeper into how we can encounter Christ today. 

Do we spend our life having faith in the promise of salvation through His death and resurrection, and while living try and try and try our best to be faithful even if our actual practice of life is not so hot, so we can spend eternity in heaven and avoid Dante’s horrors? and find Jesus when we get there but not until then?

Both young people – starting frequently in late “teens” – and people who were teens many years ago often look at their and others’ behaviours, obligations, expectations (external and internal), their positive and negative experiences.  They might ask, “What is that all about?”  “Who says so?”  “I feel horrible, hard done by, and I’m angry or sad or depressed or really happy and excited today but maybe I will be the other way round tomorrow.”  “I’m a believer and I’ve done my best, so do I have to feel like this? Sort out of control?  If I am to be in charge of myself – if there is a real, separate Me – what is my mind and why is my mind in charge of me?”

What does Jesus have to say on this and would that help me with my suffering?

We know Jesus transformed people.  We know some people couldn’t cope with being transformed so they killed him.

We know when Jesus met people the result was always a challenge for that person.  Those with open hearts (as we say) found themselves face to face with Jesus.  Being face to face with Jesus they saw their own true selves.  People saw themselves maybe for the first time since the innocence of their childhood, and they rejoiced. 

What happened was this: they stopped suffering and lived life afresh, in the moment.  They became “awake” to reality.  All was one.  They were whole with the universe.

Can we today learn to reduce or even eliminate our suffering before arriving in “Heaven”?  If so, where do we find this learning?  When we ask God (or the Mountain or a wise person or the Universe) our question silently, in prayer, out loud, alone, in a group, where does it go?

There are endless questions so I think there must be answers.  If I hear something inside me how do I know it’s The Answer?  If I don’t hear anything inside me, Is There an Answer?

Our faith is precious to most of us while it’s also natural for many people to be more like Thomas, or to not experience Christian faith at all.  But everyone can pursue the desire to seek.  Was it Karl Jung who said the unexamined life is not a life worth living? (or a variation on that).

People who met Jesus personally didn’t have faith in him.  They encountered him – and being with Him was like having a magic mirror that reflected their true selves back to them and they burst into life – or ran away.

Jesus’ greatest gift was that we can know and be just ourselves and when we do we will then and only then also know Him and be fully alive.  We can know our “Jesus Nature”, our true nature, what Buddhists call our true Buddha nature.  We can let go of our desires and attachments and our mere intellectual knowledge. We can come to the point of knowing that we simply are, and there is no real separation between individuals, or between us and the universe that forms us and gives us our sense of being.

Shunryu Suzuki was a Japanese Zen master who brought Zen Buddhism to America as a great experiment.  In San Francisco on July 2, 1971 he said, “The point is to know what an important practice it is just be yourself … When a stone is really a stone, that is when a stone is really a stone through and through … The stone cannot be picked up by anyone when the stone is really a stone … You cannot do anything with it … Even though you think you picked it up it is still part of the universe.  It is you who thinks you picked it up but actually you didn’t.  It is still a part of the universe.  You cannot pick up the whole universe.  If you say so, if you say “I can pick up the whole universe,” where are you? … That is just delusion.”

Roshi Suzuki (Roshi means Master) was saying we are universe and the universe is whole and there is nothing that is not universe. The stone is universe.  The person we love or hate is universe. We do not say another person’s practice is good or bad.  It is the way it is because of countless causes, countless effects, and all effects are causes and all causes are effects.  Finding the path to this observation is The Way of the Cross.  (To Buddhists it’s the Dharma.)  Suzuki said (same day) “Dharma precepts (these are the Buddhists’ Ten Commandments) is the law of the universe … Nothing is free from that law.” (Suzuki always mixed the singular with the plural and no one figured out if he meant it that way or if it was just his challenge with English.)

Jesus knew the Jewish precepts intimately.  He said he came not to do away with them (because they can’t be done away with) and he added a new way to live them.  So if we just sit, say for a while, and notice our breathing, letting our monkey mind flutter away without attachment, then our just sitting is our way.  Thusly we live all the law and the prophets, the Dharma.  When we stop sitting and go into our day, we become – we encounter, we are – our Practice, the Dharma, the Precepts, the Law, Jesus.  That’s it.  This is our practice.  This is us.

(Norma suggested this article be included in the Leader)
A Manifesto!  The Time Has Come!  

             by Bishop John Shelby Spong
I have made a decision.  I will no longer debate the issue of homosexuality in the church with anyone.  I will no longer engage the biblical ignorance that emanates from so many right-wing Christians about how the Bible condemns homosexuality, as if that point of view still has any credibility.  I will no longer discuss with them or listen to them tell me how homosexuality is "an abomination to God," about how homosexuality is a "chosen lifestyle," or about how through prayer and "spiritual counseling" homosexual persons can be "cured."  Those arguments are no longer worthy of my time or energy.  I will no longer dignify by listening to the thoughts of those who advocate "reparative therapy," as if homosexual persons are somehow broken and need to be repaired.  I will no longer talk to those who believe that the unity of the church can or should be achieved by rejecting the presence of, or at least at the expense of, gay and lesbian people.  I will no longer take the time to refute the unlearned and undocumentable claims of certain world religious leaders who call homosexuality "deviant."  I will no longer listen to that pious sentimentality that certain Christian leaders continue to employ, which suggests some version of that strange and overtly dishonest phrase that "we love the sinner but hate the sin."  That statement is, I have concluded, nothing more than a self-serving lie designed to cover the fact that these people hate homosexual persons and fear homosexuality itself, but somehow know that hatred is incompatible with the Christ they claim to profess, so they adopt this face-saving and absolutely false statement.

 
I will no longer temper my understanding of truth in order to pretend that I have even a tiny smidgen of respect for the appalling negativity that continues to emanate from religious circles where the church has for centuries conveniently perfumed its ongoing prejudices against blacks, Jews, women and homosexual persons with what it assumes is "high-sounding, pious rhetoric."  The day for that mentality has quite simply come to an end for me.  I will personally neither tolerate it nor listen to it any longer.  The world has moved on, leaving these elements of the Christian Church that cannot adjust to new knowledge or a new consciousness lost in a sea of their own irrelevance.  They no longer talk to anyone but themselves.  I will no longer seek to slow down the witness to inclusiveness by pretending that there is some middle ground between prejudice and oppression.  There isn't.  Justice postponed is justice denied.  That can be a resting place no longer for anyone.  An old civil rights song proclaimed that the only choice awaiting those who cannot adjust to a new understanding was to "Roll on over or we'll roll on over you!"  Time waits for no one.  I will particularly ignore those members of my own Episcopal Church who seek to break away from this body to form a "new church," claiming that this new and bigoted instrument alone now represents the Anglican Communion.  Such a new ecclesiastical body is designed to allow these pathetic human beings, who are so deeply locked into a world that no longer exists, to form a community in which they can continue to hate gay people, distort gay people with their hopeless rhetoric and to be part of a religious fellowship in which they can continue to feel justified in their homophobic prejudices for the rest of their tortured lives.  Church unity can never be a virtue that is preserved by allowing injustice, oppression and psychological tyranny to go unchallenged.

 
In my personal life, I will no longer listen to televised debates conducted by "fair-minded" channels that seek to give "both sides" of this issue "equal time."  I am aware that these stations no longer give equal time to the advocates of treating women as if they are the property of men or to the advocates of reinstating either segregation or slavery, despite the fact that when these evil institutions were coming to an end the Bible was still being quoted frequently on each of these subjects.  It is time for the media to announce that there are no longer two sides to the issue of full humanity for gay and lesbian people.  There is no way that justice for homosexual people can be compromised any longer.

 
I will no longer act as if the Papal office is to be respected if the present occupant of that office is either not willing or not able to inform and educate himself on public issues on which he dares to speak with embarrassing ineptitude.  I will no longer be respectful of the leadership of the Archbishop of Canterbury, who seems to believe that rude behavior, intolerance and even killing prejudice is somehow acceptable, so long as it comes from third-world religious leaders, who more than anything else reveal in themselves the price that colonial oppression has required of the minds and hearts of so many of our world's population.  I see no way that ignorance and truth can be placed side by side, nor do I believe that evil is somehow less evil if the Bible is quoted to justify it.  I will dismiss as unworthy of any more of my attention the wild, false and uninformed opinions of such would-be religious leaders as Pat Robertson, James Dobson, Jerry Falwell, Jimmy Swaggart, Albert Mohler, and Robert Duncan.  My country and my church have both already spent too much time, energy and money trying to accommodate these backward points of view when they are no longer even tolerable.

I make these statements because it is time to move on.  The battle is over.  The victory has been won.  There is no reasonable doubt as to what the final outcome of this struggle will be. Homosexual people will be accepted as equal, full human beings, who have a legitimate claim on every right that both church and society have to offer any of us.  Homosexual marriages will become legal, recognized by the state and pronounced holy by the church.  "Don't ask, don't tell" will be dismantled as the policy of our armed forces.  We will and we must learn that equality of citizenship is not something that should ever be submitted to a referendum.  Equality under and before the law is a solemn promise conveyed to all our citizens in the Constitution itself.  Can any of us imagine having a public referendum on whether slavery should continue, whether segregation should be dismantled, whether voting privileges should be offered to women?  The time has come for politicians to stop hiding behind unjust laws that they themselves helped to enact, and to abandon that convenient shield of demanding a vote on the rights of full citizenship because they do not understand the difference between a constitutional democracy, which this nation has, and a "mobocracy," which this nation rejected when it adopted its constitution.  We do not put the civil rights of a minority to the vote of a plebiscite.

 
I will also no longer act as if I need a majority vote of some ecclesiastical body in order to bless, ordain, recognize and celebrate the lives and gifts of gay and lesbian people in the life of the church.  No one should ever again be forced to submit the privilege of citizenship in this nation or membership in the Christian Church to the will of a majority vote.

 
The battle in both our culture and our church to rid our souls of this dying prejudice is finished.  A new consciousness has arisen.  A decision has quite clearly been made.  Inequality for gay and lesbian people is no longer a debatable issue in either church or state.  Therefore, I will from this moment on refuse to dignify the continued public expression of ignorant prejudice by engaging it.  I do not tolerate racism or sexism any longer.  From this moment on, I will no longer tolerate our culture's various forms of homophobia.  I do not care who it is who articulates these attitudes or who tries to make them sound holy with religious jargon.

 
I have been part of this debate for years, but things do get settled and this issue is now settled for me.  I do not debate any longer with members of the "Flat Earth Society" either.  I do not debate with people who think we should treat epilepsy by casting demons out of the epileptic person; I do not waste time engaging those medical opinions that suggest that bleeding the patient might release the infection.  I do not converse with people who think that Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans as punishment for the sin of being the birthplace of Ellen DeGeneres or that the terrorists hit the United Sates on 9/11 because we tolerated homosexual people, abortions, feminism or the American Civil Liberties Union.  I am tired of being embarrassed by so much of my church's participation in causes that are quite unworthy of the Christ I serve or the God whose mystery and wonder I appreciate more each day.  Indeed I feel the Christian Church should not only apologize, but do public penance for the way we have treated people of color, women, adherents of other religions and those we designated heretics, as well as gay and lesbian people.

 
Life moves on.  As the poet James Russell Lowell once put it more than a century ago: "New occasions teach new duties, Time makes ancient good uncouth."  I am ready now to claim the victory.  I will from now on assume it and live into it.  I am unwilling to argue about it or to discuss it as if there are two equally valid, competing positions any longer. The day for that mentality has simply gone forever.

 
This is my manifesto and my creed. I proclaim it today. I invite others to join me in this public declaration. I believe that such a public outpouring will help cleanse both the church and this nation of its own distorting past. It will restore integrity and honor to both church and state.  It will signal that a new day has dawned and we are ready not just to embrace it, but also to rejoice in it and to celebrate it.

[image: image5.wmf]
Wayne Stewart has written another book and would very much appreciate your attendance as the book is launched on an unsuspecting public.

The Book: “Things I Know” (friends suggest it must be a small book). 

The subtitle is “bits of wisdom for leaders of non-profits and others, in my own voice.”
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2010

Time: 7:30 pm for wine and 
                    cheese


     8:00 pm for a few remarks (he has promised to keep it short, ha, ha)

Then more wine (until the supply runs out).

Place: the basement suite at 
St Laurence Anglican Church

5940 Lakeview Dr, SW, Calgary
Please come and bring your friends

Wayne is generously donating $6 from each book sold to the OneBody Youth program at 
St Laurence.
 
 
ONEBODY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
[image: image6.wmf]The pirates are taking over and we need your help! Join the parishes of Good Shepherd, 
St. Laurence and St. Martin’s for an exciting week of adventure full of food, fun and games. For more information, or to register, contact Jill Thompson at St. Martin’s (403-249-3014 or jillian_anna_@hotmail.com) 

WHO:
  Elementary school aged 
              children

WHAT:  Veggie Tales Pirate themed

WHEN:   Mon, July 5th – Fri. July 9th 
                9 am - noon

WHERE: Church of Good Shepherd 

WHY:      To learn about Jesus in a fun      

                setting full of adventure! 

THANK YOU LETTER 

           January 15, 2010

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your donation of 25 stacking chairs.

Every donation helps us to better care for the homeless people we serve, at the Calgary Drop-In Rehab Centre. Your kindness, compassion and generosity are very important to us.

Together, we can improve the lives of those who are less fortunate. Thank you for supporting us in our work to make Calgary a city that truly cares.

This holiday season gives us the opportunity to say thank you. We wish you a peaceful and healthy new year.

With best regards,

Dermot Baldwin 

DEADLINE FOR THE SUMMER LEADER IS
MAY 4, 2010

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

Know about your faith and how you fit in. Education for Ministry (EFM) is a four year course of study and reflection, going through the Old and New Testaments, Church History and Current Theology. We meet once a week for discussion and reflection, September to May.

For information call, 


Roy Darcus          403-698-1080


Eileen Proudfoot  403-249-5904
Newt’s books will be at St. Laurence on Sunday, April 25th to display and sell books both before and after the service.  Newt’s sells books at Central United Church as well as at Wisdom Centre events and we have asked them to bring a variety of titles that parishioners might be interested in. 
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